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HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  SHORTHAND  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 


The  first  shorthand  writer  in  Philadelphia,  of  whom  we  have  any  knowledge,  was 
Thomas  Lloyd,  who  reported  the  debates  in  the  first  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  was 
legal  reporter  in  this  city  for  many  years.  During  this  time  he  returned  to  his  native  laud 
(England),  and  published  some  of  the  debates,  for  which  he  was  thrown  into  Newgate  as  a 
political  prisoner,  and  remained  there  five  years.  He  was  the  author  of  a  system  of  short¬ 
hand,  which  lie  taught  here.  Reports  of  debates  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  taken  by 
him  in  1789,  are  extant;  as  also,  reports  of  trials  taken  in  1820. 

Later,  M.  T.  C.  Gould  practiced  and  taught  a  system  of  shorthand,  in  this  city. 

In  the  year  1848,  Oliver  Dyer  introduced  Pitman’s  phonography,  and  taught  a  class  in 
the  Roys’  High  School.  The  influence  of  his  teaching  was  soon  felt,  and  the  Philadelphia 
Phonographic  Society  was  organized  April  12th  of  that  year.  Among  the  members  of  that 
society,  was  Townsend  Sharpless,  who  was  an  enthusiastic  advocate  of  introducing  phonog¬ 
raphy  into  the  public  schools,  and  of  its  use  in  business  houses  :  an  idea  now  practically 
realized  in  England;  also,  Franklin  Peale,  a  noted  mechanician  of  Philadelphia,  and  for 
many  years  Chief  Coiner  of  the  United  States  Mint;  Clinton  Gillingham;  Oliver  Dyer;  and 
Robert  Paterson,  who  was  the  author  of  the  first  book  on  Phonographic  reporting  ever 
published  in  this  country. 

Many  of  the  members  of  that  society  have  been  prominent  advocates  of  phonography 
ever  since,  and  are  well  known  to  phonographers  throughout  the  United  States.  In  addition 


to  those  above  mentioned,  arc  Professor  Booth,  the  author  of  “  Booth’s  Phonographic 
Instructor,”  and  Prof.  James  A.  Kirkpatrick,  who  taught  the  system  for  many  years  in  the 
High  School,  and  is  now  an  officer  of  the  Phonetic  Shorthand  Section  of  the  Franklin  Insti¬ 
tute.  The  efforts  of  the  members  of  that  society  appear  to  have  been  to  perfect  themselves 
in  the  art,  and  there  is  no  record  of  any  attempt  to  go  further  than  that.  The  last  meeting 
was  held  June  6th,  1849. 

The  society  had  the  honor  of  numbering  in  its  list  of  members,  Dennis  Murphy,  than 
whom  there  is  no  better  phonographer,  and  who  is  n-  w,  and  for  many  years  has  been,  the 
chief  reporter  in  the  United  States  Senate;  and  John  McElhone,  who  has  been  peimanently 
connected  with  the  reportorial  staff  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  for 
nearly  an  equal  length  of  time.  These  gentlemen  commenced  the  study  of  phonography  at 
the  High  School,  under  Mr.  Dyer,  which  fact  alone  is  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the 
utility  of  introducing  phonography,  as  a  regular  study,  into  the  public  schools. 

No  other  organized  society  existed  up  to  February  8th,  1855,  when  the  Philadelphia 
Phonographic  Society  was  revived.  Through  the  efforts  of  this  society,  phonography  was 
introduced  into  the  Girls’  Normal  School  in  the  spring  of  1856,  where  it  was  taught  by  D. 
Shepherd  Holman,  until  the  regular  teachers  of  the  school  were  competent  to  continue  the 
induction.  The  study  was  thrown  out  of  this  school  at  the  close  of  the  year,  the  Board 
of  Controllers  considering  that  the  pupils  were  overcrowded  with  studies.  Phonography 
was  taught  in  the  High  School  for  over  20  years,  being  abandoned  there  in  1869. 

The  present  society,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  able  to  demonstrate  that  the  public  schools  are 
the  proper  places  to  commence  the  study  of  this  important  branch  of  education,  which  is  of 
immediate  value,  not  only  in  business  pursuits,  but  also  for  the  aid  it  is  capable  of  constantly 
affording  the  pupils  in  the  prosecution  of  their  studies.  As  a  Section  of  the  Franklin 
Institute,  it  is  believed  its  influence  will  be  more  sensibly  felt  and  more  enduring  than  that 
of  the  organizations  which  preceded  it. 


A  student  of  the  so-called  “  standard  phonography,”  read  without  hesitation  a  note 
written  in  Pitman’s  phonography.  Pitman’s  system  preceded  all  others  now  in  use,  and  is 
more  widely  practiced  than  any  other.  As  it  has  borrowed  from  none  of  the  others*  we  may 
put  the  following  query  :  Whose  system  is  entitled  to  be  ealled  “  standard?” 
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The  F  runklin  Institute  class  in  phonography  will  commence  on  Monday,  October  8th, 
7 . 


s-\  y  tn  Great  chance  to  make  money.  If 
■  '111  |  I  you  can’t  get  gold  you  can  get 

l-yl  I  I  i|  I  greenbacks.  We  need  a  person 
■\A  V-/  JLJ  U  •  in  every  town  to  take  subscrip¬ 
tions  for  the  largest,  cheapest  and  best  Illustra¬ 
ted  family  publication  in  the  world.  Any  one  can 
become  a  successful  agent.  The  most  elegant  works 
of  art  given  Dee  to  subscribers.  The  price  is  so  low 
that  almost  everybody  subscribes.  One  agent  reports 
making  over  $150  in  a’  week.  A  lady  agent  reports 
taking  over  400  subscribers  in  ten  days.  All  who  en¬ 
gage  make  money  fast.  You  can  devote  all  your  time 
to  the  business,  or  only  your  spare  time.  You  need 
not  be  away  from  home  over  night.  You  can  do  it  as 
well  as  others  Full  particulars,  directions  and  terms 
free.  Elegant  and  expensive  Outfit  free.  If  you 
want  profitable  work  send  us  your  address  at  once. — 
It  costs  nothing  to  try  the  business.  No  one  who 
engages  fails  to  make  great  pay.  Address  “The  Peo¬ 
ple’s  journal,”  Portland,  Maine. 


A  GREcNHOUSE  AT  YOUR  DOOR. 

For  $1.00  ws  will  send  free  by  mail, 
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ANY  ONE  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  LOTS: 

8 distinct  varieties, MonthlyRoses,Wint’r  flower’g 

Begonias, 

Carnation  Pinks, 

Chin’e  Chryanthemus, 

Zonal  Geraniums, 

Double  “ 

Ivy  Leaved  “ 

Heliotropes, 

Abutilons, 

Double  Caraeli  as. 

Azaleas, 

Lobster  Cactus, 

Bouvardias, 

Stevias&  Eupatoriums 
Fuchsias, 

Double  Violets, 

Poinsettia,  Scarlet  and  White, 
Winter  flowering, 
Plumbago,  Winter  flowering, 
Ferns,  for  Wardian  Cases. 
Palms, 

Mosses, 

Marantas, 

Hyacinth  Bulbs. 
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20  assorted  Tulips,  Bulbs. 

1 50  “  Crocus,  “ 

2  “  Jacobean  Lily,  Bulbs. 

1 12  “  Oxalia. 

4  Lily  of  the  Valley. 

8  New  Pearl  Tuberose. 

OR  BY  EXPRESS: 

8  of  any  of  the  above  $1  collections  for  $2. 
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Or  the  whole  collection  of  238  Bulbs  and  Plants 
(sent  by  Express  on  receipt  of  $15.00,  to  which 
I  either  of  our  books,  Gardening  for  Profit, 
|Pracitcal  Floriculture,  or  Gardening  for 
Pleasure,  (value  $1.50  each),  will  be  added.  De¬ 
scriptive  Catalogue  free. 

PETER  HENDERSON  &  C0., 

|  Seedsmen,  Market  Gardeners  &  Florists. 

35  Courtland  St.,  New  York. 


We  will  sell  during  these  hard  times 

S5e00  Pianos  **  $2i0 

And  all  other  styles  in  the  same  proportion,  includ¬ 
ing  Grand,  Square  and  Upright— all  new  and  first- 
class — sold  direct  to  the  people  at  factory  prices.  No 
agents;  no  commissions;  no  discounts.  These  Pianos 
made  one  of  the  finest  displays  at  the  Centennial  Ex¬ 
hibition,  and  were  unanimously  recommended  for 
the  HIGHEST  HONORS.  Regularly  incorporated 
Manufacturing  Co. — New  Manufactory-one  of  the 
largest  and  finest  in  the  world.  The  Squares  contain 
Mathushek’s  new  patent  Duplex  Overstrung  Scale, 
the  greatest  improvement  in  the  history  of  Piano 
making.  The  Uprights  are  the  finest  in  America. 
Pianos  sent  ou  trial.  Don’t  fail  to  write  for  Illustra¬ 
ted  Descriptive  Catalogue, — mailed  free. 

MENDLESOHN  PIANO  00., 

No.  5 6  Broadway,  N.  Y. 
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MAKE  HOME  HAPPY. 
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A  Plentiful  Supply  of 

Good  Reading  and  Beautiful  Pictures 

WILL  DO  IT. 

THE  CINCINNATI 

WEEKLY  STAR, 

A  line  eight-page  paper,  wi  h  46  lull  col¬ 
umns,  costs  only  $1.00  per  year 
(we  pay  postage),  and  is  the  largest , 
brightest ,  and  best  paper  published  fox 
the  money.  It  is  independent  in  politics, 
gives  all  the  news,  and,  besides  much 
other  good  reading,  every  number  has 
three  or  four  excellent  original  or  se¬ 
lected  stories.  Every  subscriber  also 
receives  a  copy  of  the  beautiful  engrav¬ 
ing,  “The  I*oor  tlie  I*oor  Man’s 
Friend,”  size  24x34  inches,  and  a  copy 
of  THE  fciTAIi  ILLUSTRATED  ALMA¬ 
NAC.  25  cts.  extra  must  be  sent  to 
pay  expense  of  packing  and  mailing  pre¬ 
miums.  H^Oui’  inducements  to 
Agents,  always  the  most  liberal  in  the 
field,  are  now'  greater  than  ever.  We 
want  every  club  agent  in  the  country  to 
communicate  wit  h  us  before  commencing 
work.  To  any  person  desiring  to  get  up 
a  club,  we  will  send  a  sample  copy  of 
the  picture  and  a  canvasser's  outnt  for 
25  ets.  Specimen  copy  of  paper  free. 
Send  for  one  before  subscrib¬ 
ing  for  any  other. 

Persons  to  whom  we  have  already  sent 
the  picture,  “The  Poor  the  Poor 
IHan’H  Friend,”  by  saying  so  can 
1  have  in  its  stead  another  excellent  en- 
1  graving,  of  same  size,  which  we  have 
secured  for  this  purpose. 

Paper  without  picture ,  One  Dollar. 
TITS  STAIv, 

230  Walnut  St.f  Cincinnati ,  O. 
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MAKE  HOME  PLEASANT. 


s 

> 

K 

H 

* 

0 

G 

» 

a 

0 

K 

M 

M 

a 

H 

0 

H 

> 

H 

a 

H 

a 


New  Phonographic  Literature. 

JUST  PUBLISHED. 

QUESTIONS  on  the  “Manual  of  Phonography.”  (Especially  recommen¬ 
ded  to  Teachers  of  Phonography,  and  to  young  self-learners,  who  desire  to 
improve  in  the  art  of  expressing  their  thoughts  in  writing.)  10  cents. 

THE  PHONOGRAPHIC  RAILWAY  PHRASE  BOOK,  25  cents. 

A  PRIZE  ESSAY  on  the  Best  Method  of  Teaching  Pitman’s  Phonogra¬ 
phy  Fifth  Edition.  In  common  type.  20  cents. 

THE  PHONETIC  JOURNAL,  (weekly),  containing  four  columns  of  beau¬ 
tifully  engraved  shorthand,  graduated  to  suit  learners  in  all  stages,  with 
Key  in  common  print  to  the  advanced  exercises,  in  addition  to  a  large 
amount  of  reading  matter.  Phonetic  Intelligence,  etc.,  in  Phonetic  and 
common  type.  An  invaluable  aid  to  self-learners.  Sent  post  paid  to  any 
address  at  $2.50  per  annum.  Specimen  numbers  5  cents  each. 

The  PHONETIC  MAGAZINE,  published  on  the  15th  of  every  month. 
Each  number  contains  16  pages  of  lithographed  phonography,  including 
Exercises  for  Learners,  Stenographic  Intelligence,  Correspondence,  Lead¬ 
ing  Articles,  etc.  Price  10  cents  per  copy;  $1.00  per  annum. 

The  PHONOGRAPHIC  STANDARD,  a  monthly  shorthand  magazine  of 
general  literature.  Illustrated.  Lithographed  by  Butterworth.  Price  15 
cents  per  copy;  $1.25  per  annum. 

SELF  CULTURE,  by  Prof.  Blackie,  printed  in  Phonography;  paper 
50  ci^nts 

THE  VICAR  of  WAKEFIELD,  Lithographed  in  Phonography.  Roan — 

$1.00. 

THE  LITTLE  THINGS  of  NATURE,  by  Leo  H  Glrindon.  Lithographed 
in  Phonography.  Roan — 75  cents. 

THE  OTHER  LIFE,  Lithographed  in  Phonography,  cloth,  75  cents. 

PITMAN’S  PHONOGRAPHY",  comprising  the  Manual ,  Phrase  Booh  and 
Reporter ,  in  one  volume,  cloth,  $1.50. 

GRAMMALOGUES  and  CONTRACTIONS  of  Pitman’s  Phonographic  Re¬ 
porter,  for  use  in  classes,  10  cents;  75  cents  per  dozen. 

TEACHER  and  MANUAL  in  one  volume,  roan,  gilt,  $1.00. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

CARTE  DE  VISITE  of  Mr.  ISAAC  PITMAN,  inventor  of  Phonography, 
40  cents. 

HISTORY"  OF  PHONOGRAPHY,  how  it  came  about.  A  16  page  tract 
in  common  spelliug,  5  cents. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY"  of  a  VEGETARIAN.  In  phonetic  spelling,  5  cents. 

REPORT  of  the  Phonetic  meeting  held  at  Manchester  26th  of  October, 
1876.  5  cents. 

MARCUS  TULLIUS  TIRO,  the  first  shorthand  writer.  8  pp.  3  cents. 

THE  SPELLING  REFORM.  Reprinted  from  the  Phonetic  Journal  for 
25th  November,  1876.  3  cents. 

A  PERSUASIY"E  to  the  Study  and  Practice  of  Phonography.  18  pp.  3 
cents  ;  15  cents  per  dozen. 

Set  of  15  four-page  tracts  in  common  spelling,  including :  Phonography 
and  the  Railway ;  Orthography  and  Phonography;  Educational  Influen¬ 
ces;  Uses  of  Phonography ;  Phonography  or  Phonetic  Shorthand;  Pho¬ 
nography  as  an  aid  to  Self-Educatio"  ;  Address  of  Rev.  Alexander  Wllaace  ; 
Beauties  of  English  Orthography  :  Shorthand  Writing;  Gregory’s  Epistle 
on  English  Orthography  ;  Phonotypy ;  A  Contrast,  Dickens  and  a  Navvy; 
Pulsifer’s  Lecture  on  Phonetics,  etc.  Price  of  the  set  10  cents. 

ORNAMENTAL  PAPEii  for  Evercircuating  Magazines  and  Phono¬ 
graphic  Correspondence,  per  quire  25  cents. 

American  Phonetic  Depot,  Tyrone,  Pa. 


Catalogue  of  Phonetic  Publications 

SOLD  AT  THE 


AMERICAN  PHONETIC  DEPOT,  TYRONE,  PA. 

The  Phonographic  Instruction  Books,  etc.,  n  in<*d  below,  are  of  the 
very  Jatert  editions,  as  published  by  the  Inventor  of  Phonography,  Mr. 
Isaac  Pitman,  at  Bath,  England.  These  works  are  concise,  yet  com- 
p  etc:  printed  with  superior  type  and  paper,  yet  cheap;  adapted  for  the 
million. 

Phonographic  Instruction  Books,  etc.: 

(The  book  recommended  to  the  self-learner  on  commencing  the  study  of 
Phonetic  Shorthand  is  the  “  Phonographic  Teacher."  After  about  three 
tvetks'  practice  in  the  “  T  acher  "  t/ie  student  will  be  ready  to  take  up  the 
•* Manual"  and  “Exercises,") 

The  PHONOGRAPHIC  TEACHER,  a  guide  to  a  practical  acquaintance 
with  the  art  of  phonography;  new  edition  (1876;,  450th  thousand.  Price, 
post  paid,  20  cents. 

The  PHONOGRAPHIC  READER,  a  course  of  Reading  Exercises  in 
Phonet  c  Shorthand,  for  the  use  of  students  Just  through  the  “  Teacher,” 
with  Ivey  to  each  page:  20  cents. 

The  MANUAL  OF  PHONOGRAPHY,  containing  a  complete  exposition 
of  the  system,  with  num  rous  shorthand  examples  interspersed  with  the 
text,  and  exercises  in  reading.  260th  thousand  ;  50  cents. 

EXERCISES  IN  PHONOGRAPHY,  a  series  of  graduated  writing  exer¬ 
cises,  to  accompany  the  “  Manual.”  16  pages  ;  5  cents. 

COMPEND  OF  PHONOGRAPHY,  containing  the  Alphabet,  Gramma- 
logues  and  principal  rules  for  writing  ;  5  cents. 

The  PRIMER  OF  PHONOGRAPHY,  by  VV.  Geo.  Waring,  official  re¬ 
porter  for  the  XXIV.  Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania.  A  s  ri  s  of  exer¬ 
cises  in  common  print.  D  signed  for  ilie  us  -  of  schools;  10  cents. 

The  PHONOGRAPHIC  REPORTER;  or,  Reporter’s  Companion.  A 
complete  guide  to  Verbatim  Reporting.  Cloth,  75  cents. 

The  PHONOGRAPHIC  PHRASE  BOOK,  containing  above  three  thou¬ 
sand  useful  phrases  represented  in  shorthand  characters,  and  the  gramina- 
logues  of  the  Reporting  style  of  Phonography.  A  valuable  help  to  re¬ 
porters  ;  50  cents. 

REPORTING  EXERCISES,  Intended  as  a  companion  to  the  ‘‘Phono¬ 
graphic  Reporter,  or  Report  r’s  Companion  ;  ”  20  cents. 

Rekd’s  REPORTER’S  GUIDE,  containing  a  great  deal  of  usefui  infor¬ 
mation  for  those  who  intend  to  b^com-  profess  onal  reporters.  By  T.  A. 
Reed,  Esq.,  the  lead  ng  reporter  of  England.  In  common  print,  cloth,  $1. 

KEY  to  the  TEACHER  and  EXERCISES,  in  lithographed  phonography 
and  common  print.  B3T“Young  Phonographcrs  who  desire  to  teacli  phono¬ 
graphy  to  classes,  will  tind  this  work  of  peculiar  service  ;  20  cents. 

Printed  in  Phonetic  Shorthand: 

EXTRACTS  No.  1.  Contain  ng  “  Ten  Pounds,”  and  other  Tales.  Printed 
in  the  corresponding  stvle.  pp.  48.  20  cents. 

»  EXTRACTS  No.  2.  Containing  “That  Which  Money  Cannot  Buy;” 

4  The  Deaf  Music  an.”  pp.  48.  20  cents. 

EXTRACTS  No.  3.  Containing  “  Being  and  Seeming ;”  ‘‘My  Donkey  ;” 
*•  Parish  Clerk's  'Pale.”  pp.  52  .  20  cents. 

SELECTIONS  FROM  THE  BEST  AUTHORS.  Printed  in  Reporting 
style.  No.  1.  Conta  nine  ‘‘Character  of  Washington,”  etc.  (with  a  key  in 
common  print.)  pp.  48.  20  cents. 

SELECTIONS  No.  2.  In  the  Reporting  style.  Sermons  and  Addresses, 
pp.  48.  20  cents. 

SELECTIONS  No.  3.  in  Reporting.  Sermons  and  Addresses,  pp.  48.  20cts. 

yESOP’S  FABLES  in  Easy  Learner's  style.  20  cents. 

Tlie  BOOK  OF  PSALMS,  in  corresponding  style.  New  edition,  clearly 
and  beaiUifully  printed  from  engraved  metal  type.  Pap.r,  40  cents;  extia 
cloth,  60  Cents. 

“  SELF-CULTURE,”  by  Professor  Blackie.  Corresponding  6tyle.  50 
cents,  cloth  75  cents. 

t3P“Any  of  the  above  sunt,  post  pai  Von  receipt  of  price. 

Address  / 

American  Phonetic  Depot,  Tyrone,  Pa. 


